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Vehicle age limits 

8.28 The frequency of testing required (see ‘frequency of vehicle tests’ above) to ensure the 

ongoing safety of vehicles is a separate issue to the setting of maximum age limits at first 

licensing, or maximum age limits beyond which an authority will not licence a vehicle. The 

setting of an arbitrary age limit may be inappropriate and counterproductive and result in 

higher costs to the trade and ultimately passengers. For example, a maximum age for first 

licensing may have adverse unintended consequences; a five-year-old used electric vehicle 

will produce less emissions than a new Euro 6 diesel or petrol fuel car – enabling the trade 

to make use of previously owned vehicles will assist it to transition more rapidly to zero 
emission vehicles and improve air quality. 

8.29 Licensing authorities should not impose age limits for the licensing of vehicles but 

should consider more targeted requirements to meet its policy objectives on emissions, 
safety rating and increasing wheelchair accessible provision where this is low 
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Accessibility barriers 

4.8 Licensing Authorities should also: 

 Incentivise the uptake of wheelchair accessible vehicles where mandating them 

would be inappropriate. 

 Exercise discretion on application of other vehicle requirements if they would 

prevent suitable wheelchair accessible vehicles from being brought into service 

where there is unmet demand. 
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Topographical knowledge 

6.23 Taxi drivers need a good working knowledge of the area for which they are licensed 

because taxis can be hired immediately, directly with the driver, at ranks or on the street 

and so drivers are not able to prepare a route. Licensing authorities should therefore 

require prospective taxi drivers to pass a test of local topographical knowledge as a pre-

requisite to the first grant of a licence. The Department’s view is that the stringency of the 



 

This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

test should reflect the complexity or otherwise of the local geography, in accordance with 
the principle of ensuring that barriers to entry are not unnecessarily high. 

6.24 Private hire vehicles are not legally available for immediate hiring. To hire a private hire 

vehicle the prospective passenger must go through an operator, so the driver will have an 

opportunity to check the details of a route before starting a journey and plan or enter it in a 

navigation system. Licensing authorities may set private hire vehicle drivers a topographical 

test, but are not required to do so 
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Tinted windows 

8.14 The rules for tinted vehicle windows are available on gov.uk. For most cars on the road 

today, the minimum light transmission for windscreens is 75% and 70% for front side 

windows. Vehicles may be manufactured with glass that is darker than this fitted to 

windows rearward of the driver, especially in luxury, estate and people carrier style vehicles.  

8.15 If the objective of the authority’s prohibition of tinted windows is to address a concern  that 

illegal activity is taking place in a vehicle, the evidence for this should be established and alternative 

options should be considered, for example, CCTV in vehicles. When licensing vehicles, authorities 

should be mindful of this as well as the significant costs and inconvenience associated with changing 
glass that conforms with the requirements of vehicle construction regulations.  

8.16 In the absence of evidence to show that a requirement for the removal of factory  fitted 

windows is necessary and proportionate, licensing authorities should not require their removal as 

part of vehicle specifications. However, authorities should carefully consider the views of the public 
and the trade when considering the acceptance of ‘after-market’ tinting.  

 

 

 

 


